[Please Place on Organizational Letterhead]

[Insert Date] 

The Honorable John A. Pérez
Assembly Member, 46th District

State Capitol
P.O. Box 942849
Sacramento, CA 94249-0046
RE: AB 1003 (John A. Pérez) - SUPPORT

Dear Assembly Member Pérez,

[Insert Organization Name] is pleased to support your AB 1003, which would expand access for LGBT service providers to a state fund that supports LGBT-specific domestic violence programs across the state and is subsidized by a $23 fee on new domestic partner registrations.
In 2006, Equality California sponsored AB 2051 (Cohn), the Equality in Prevention and Services for Domestic Abuse Act. This legislation, which was enacted on January 1, 2007, levied a $23 fee on individuals registering as domestic partners to fund culturally appropriate programs for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) survivors of domestic violence. Specifically, this bill established a grant program, funded by the Equality in Prevention and Services for Domestic Abuse Fund, to ensure that LGBT people in abusive relationships have access to prevention and intervention services that encourage them to break the cycle of violence.
Existing law requires the Office of Emergency Services (OES), now reorganized as the California Emergency Management Agency (CALEMA), to use funding from the Equality in Prevention and Services for Domestic Abuse Fund to award up to 4 grants annually that support domestic violence programs and services for the LGBT community, including, but not limited to, all of the following: (1) 24-hour crisis hotlines; (2) counseling; (3) court and social service advocacy; (4) legal assistance with temporary restraining orders, devices, and custody disputes; (5) community resource and referral; (6) household establishment assistance; (7) emergency housing; and (8) educational workshops and publications.
AB 1003 would make various changes to the law regarding the Equality in Prevention and Services for Domestic Abuse Fund. Specifically, the bill would delete the requirement to fund a minimum of four grants annually. Additionally, the bill would clarify that grants may be awarded to organizations that provide “any,” rather than “all,” of the domestic violence services specified. These changes would allow CALEMA the flexibility to issue more grants to support innovative program models that are proven most effective in serving LGBT survivors of violence, such as those being pioneered by LGBT centers and LGBT-specific organizations across the state. This is a goal my organization strongly supports. Thank you for carrying this important legislation.

Sincerely,

[Insert Name]

[Insert Title]

[Insert Organization’s Name]

