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FACT SHEET

Equal ID Act (AB 1185)

Questions: email@eqca.org
This bill would allow qualified transgender people born in California to return to the county of their birth to obtain a new birth certificate reflecting the correct gender, as well as any accompanying name change.
Author: Assembly Member Ted Lieu (D-Torrance)

Sponsor: Equality California

BACKGROUND

Current law allows a person born in California who has undergone sex reassignment surgery to petition the superior court to obtain a new birth certificate reflecting a change of gender and any associated name change. However, the law permits a petition for the issuance of a new birth certificate to be filed only in the superior court of the county in which the petitioner resides. This restriction arbitrarily discriminates against transgender people born in California but now living outside the state, who have otherwise complied with the law, in accessing accurate identity documentation.

Birth certificates form the foundation of our everyday identity documents, including social security cards and passports. Having accurate documentation is necessary to show new employers and ease border crossings. It can create administrative and personal nightmares when the gender on a birth certificate does not match the gender that someone lives day-to-day.
EXISTING LAW

Existing California law allows transgender persons to petition the court for a new birth certificate only in the county in which they presently reside. The applicable statute currently excludes transgender people born in California but living in another state or country from accessing a new and accurate birth certificate and name change.

WHAT THIS BILL WOULD DO

AB 1185 corrects this oversight by ensuring that transgender people born in California can return to the county of their birth to obtain a corrected birth certificate. It also provides greater access to transgender persons living in the state, allowing them for first time to petition the court in their home counties. This legislation would have no fiscal impact to the state.
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