March 17, 2004
The Honorable Christine Kehoe

Assembly Member, District 76

State Capitol, Room 5150

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Support of AB 2208 – California Insurance Equality Act

Dear Assembly Member Kehoe:

I am writing you in support of AB 2208, which would conform the Insurance and Health and Safety Codes to the requirements of AB 205 and insurance law non-discrimination provisions. Your efforts, as well as the sponsors of the bill, Equality California and Insurance Commissioner Garamendi, are vital and necessary to protecting families.

While gay and lesbian people are not allowed to marry, their relationships can be legally recognized by registering with the State of California as domestic partners. The rights and responsibilities of domestic partners, as of January 1, 2005, will be virtually the same as married spouses, and they should be treated equally. Unfortunately, the law isn’t clear enough to protect domestic partners and their families in insurance matters. Often domestic partners must pay higher premiums or are denied equal coverage because they are not allowed to marry. This forces domestic partners to change insurers or harms their families by preventing equal protection.

Your efforts to protect the families and the rights of domestic partners are appreciated. AB 2208 is a much-needed clarification of the obligation insurance companies have to their policyholders.

Sincerely,

