June 3, 2004
Honorable Sally Lieber

Assembly Member, District 22

State Capitol, Room 4162

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Support of AJR 60 Permanent Partner Immigration Act Resolution

Dear Assembly Member Lieber,

I am writing to you to support AJR 60, which encourages Congress and the President to pass the Permanent Partners Immigration Act. Your efforts, as well as joint author Assembly Member Leno and sponsor Equality California, are vital and necessary to protecting families.

Families are being ripped apart, for purely discriminatory reasons.  The Federal Permanent Partners Immigration Act seeks to end this inequity. By raising California’s voice through this resolution, we send an affirmative message to the families we seek to protect. California is an immigrant state, which a source of strength and pride.

U.S. immigration is largely based on the principle of family unification, which allows U.S. citizens and legal permanent residents to sponsor their spouses (and other immediate family members) for immigration purposes. Same-sex partners of U.S. citizens and permanent residents, however, are not considered "spouses" and cannot be sponsored by their partners for family-based immigration. Because of this inhumane policy, thousands of lesbian and gay binational couples are kept apart, torn apart or forced to stay together illegally, with one partner in constant fear of deportation..     

The PPIA would simply extend to Americans the same immigration rights currently enjoyed by legal spouses. Sixteen countries recognize lesbian and gay couples for the purposes of immigration: Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Denmark, Finland, France, Germany, Iceland, Israel, the Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, South Africa, Sweden, and the United Kingdom. There is no excuse for the United States to lag so far behind in providing fair and humanitarian immigration rights to same-sex binational couples.

Passage of the Permanent Partners Immigration Act would serve as a catalyst in establishing equality in immigration standards for all Americans.  

Sincerely,

