May 27, 2004
The Honorable Mark Leno

Assembly Member, District 13

State Capitol, Room 3146

Sacramento, CA 95814

RE: Support of AJR 85 – Resolution Opposing Discriminatory Federal Marriage Amendment

Dear Assembly Member Leno:

This letter is in strong support of Assembly Joint Resolution 85, which will put California on record in opposition to amending the Constitution to discriminate against same-sex couples wishing to marry.   The resolution also respectfully requests that Congress and the President oppose such an amendment.  

This is an important measure in the fight to prevent the Constitution from being used to deny rights to people for the very first time resulting in creation of second-class status for members of the LGBT community. California has a strong history of protecting the rights of its people and it is essential that the state oppose this federal effort to prevent California from providing equality to all its residents. With an estimated one of every six same-sex couples in the United States, and the largest congressional delegation in the Nation, California’s stance will have a significant impact. 

California has the only legislature to enact legislation providing comprehensive rights and responsibilities to same-sex couples without court intervention and the first state legislature to pass a marriage equality bill through a legislative committee. 

It is imperative that the legislature oppose any amendment that would jeopardize California’s domestic partnership laws, limit California’s ability to enact legislation allowing same-sex marriage, or prohibit California’s Courts from addressing this issue.
We look forward to working with you and the bill’s sponsor, Equality California, to pass this important resolution.  

Sincerely,

