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Andrea D. Shorter
Professional Biography
Andrea Shorter is a Hoosier, or one who hails from the great mid-western state of Indiana. She has resided in California for the better part of her life, starting out in Riverside County. 

Andrea’s journey as an advocate for lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender rights has developed alongside her passion for equality for all: from women’s rights to at-risk youth empowerment, criminal and juvenile justice reform to LGBT civil rights. 

Andrea came out in the 1980s while an undergraduate at Whittier College, and during the burgeoning fight against HIV/AIDS. Coming out under the clarion call ‘silence = death’, her first official act as an LGBT advocate started by organizing the college’s first openly LGBT student group.  

In August 2009, Andrea proudly joined Equality California as its Deputy Director of Marriage and Director of Coalitions to guide key initiatives within communities of color and faith towards restoring civil marriage rights for same sex couples in California. 

Prior to coming on staff at EQCA, she was the Director of ‘And Marriage For All’, a public education campaign to engage African Americans in the dialogue about same sex marriage equality. ‘And Marriage for All’ remains a project of the Bayard Rustin LGBT Coalition, the largest African American LGBT political forum in Northern California of which she is a principal co-founder and immediate past chair. The project affects needed coalition building with African American clergy, congregations, community leaders, elected officials, and others to increase support for marriage equality and LGBT inclusion. 

Andrea’s steadfast commitment to achieving equality for LGBT people through key coalition building efforts has been consistently expressed and advanced from whatever professional or advocacy post she has held over the years:

In her service as the Deputy Executive Director of the Names Project Foundation/AIDS Memorial Quilt, she spearheaded expansion of the Quilt’s outreach into African American communities with the support of Mrs. Coretta Scott King, as well as throughout South Africa, at the invitation of Bishop Desmond Tutu.  

As the Deputy Executive Director of the Center on Juvenile and Criminal Justice, Andrea advanced the cause for alternatives to detention and improving support services for high-risk girls and LGBT youth offenders. At CJCJ she co-developed and directed what became a nationally replicated as well as a Harvard-Kennedy School Innovations in Government Award winning program for juvenile justice reform. Since 1996, the program remains a cited model program of the U.S. Department of Justice.

Since 2000, she has served on the Commission on the Status of Women for the City and County of San Francisco, where she currently enjoys an unprecedented 4th term as its President. Under her leadership, she has led the Commission and the Department on the Status of Women to become an international model for advancing gender equity, including being uniquely featured presenters at the United Nation’s Commission on the Status of Women’s Commission’s 2010 conference as the only municipal entity implementing the principles of the Convention to Eliminate Discrimination Against Women. 

Prior to serving on the Commission, she served as a Trustee of the San Francisco Community College District, where she was the youngest as well as only openly African American lesbian in the nation on a community college Board of Trustees. In 1997, this service was commemorated by plaque along with 16 other LGBT elected and appointed officials in celebration of the 20th anniversary of Harvey Milk’s election to the Board of Supervisors in 1977. The commemoration stands at the base of the giant Rainbow Flag in the landmark Harvey Milk Plaza at the corner of Castro and Market streets. 

As an organizer with the former Coalition for An African American Community Agenda, and as chair of the National Organization for Women’s San Francisco Chapter she innovated a broad-based coalition-driven, sustainable program to ensure the voting rights of eligible incarcerated persons in county jails. Related to this effort, she was a representative plaintiff in series of lawsuits against then Governor Pete Wilson for his refusal to implement the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 to open up voter registration through state agencies such as the Department of Motor Vehicles. The complaint was eventually read and upheld by the U.S. Supreme Court. 

In 2009, Andrea was awarded a prestigious David Bohnett Fellowship at the Harvard University-John F. Kennedy School of Government. The Bohnett Fellowship is awarded to LGBT elected or appointed officials in the Senior Executive Education Program in State and Local Government. 

In 2009, Andrea was honored as a Community Grand Marshal for the San Francisco Pride Parade. She is a former Treasurer of the LGBT Caucus of the California Democratic Party, and now serves on the Board of Directors of the Alice B. Toklas Democratic Club.  Andrea has also served on the Board of Directors of the Lavender Youth and Recreation Center. 

Andrea continues to appear in and engage numerous media regarding LGBT issues. She is featured in the PBS series In the Life’s “Summer of Stonewall”, as well as the recently released photo-documentary and oral history “Such a Bittersweet Day: The Marriage Equality Movement in the Wake of Proposition 8”. 

In addition to having studied abroad in Denmark, Andrea enjoys meeting LGBT people around the world through her travels ‘round and about Europe, the Netherlands, Russia, Israel, Palestine, South Africa, Mexico, and most recently Honduras and Belize. 

From the time she arrived from Riverside to San Francisco in 1991, Andrea has remained a proud resident of San Francisco’s Castro neighborhood.
