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FACT SHEET

Resolution in Support of the Military Readiness Enhancement Act (SJR 9)

Questions: email@eqca.org
This resolution would put California on record in support of the federal Military Readiness Enhancement Act, recognizing the vital contributions of gay and lesbian members of our armed forces and reversing the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” policy.
Author: Senator Christine Kehoe

Principal Co-Authors: Senator Leno and Assembly Members Ammiano, Brownley, Evans, Feuer, Jones, Lieu, Ma, Monning, John A. Pérez, and Salas.
Sponsor: Equality California

BACKGROUND

Since its passage in 1994, the “Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell” (DADT) policy has been responsible for the firing of over 13,000 service members at an unnecessary cost of hundreds of millions of dollars to American taxpayers.  Currently, there are over 65,000 active duty gay and lesbian service members honorably wearing the uniform of the United States of America.  Federal law requires these men and women to lie about their sexual orientation to protect their often distinguished careers of service from premature ends.  At least 24 countries now allow gays and lesbians to serve openly in the military, including Australia, Canada, Germany, Israel and the United Kingdom.  A recent CNN poll found 81% of Americans support following suit by reversing DADT and allowing all service members to be honest about their sexual orientation. 

Evidencing the senselessness of DADT are the Department of Defense’s own unanimous studies showing that sexual orientation diversity causes no detriment to unit cohesion and the plethora of defense and security related governmental entities that permit open service, such as the Secret Service, the Department of Homeland Security, the National Security Agency, the Federal Bureau of Investigation, and the Central Intelligence Agency.  The DADT policy itself is hampering the ability of our armed services to carry out its many missions around the world, damaging military readiness by refusing brave and honorable Americans the opportunity to use their skills to promote our collective national security.
The Military Readiness Enhancement Act enjoys 143 co-sponsors in the United States House of Representatives and widespread institutional and public support.  
                                                                                                                     THE MREA WOULD NOT DIMINISH THE EFFICACY OF OUR ARMED FORCES
Contrary to the arguments of MREA opponents, the legislation would actually strengthen capacity and morale in our military.   Twenty-four other nations have already integrated open service within their militaries and none have encountered substantial problems.  The fact is, over a million LGBT people have served honorably in our armed forces since the founding of our nation and tens of thousands are serving proudly today.  Military readiness has been needlessly damaged by the perfunctory firing of over 13,000 brave men and women that simply want to serve their country with dignity.  Recently, more than 100 retired generals and admirals have called for the repeal of DADT, highlighting the nonsense in suggesting that our military would in any way be harmed. 

WHAT THIS RESOLUTION WOULD DO

SJR 9 would urge the Congress of the United States to pass, and President Obama to sign, the Military Readiness Enhancement Act and continue working to strengthen our great nation through equal opportunity to proudly wear the uniform.

FOR MORE IFORMATION 

Alice Kessler, Equality California – (916) 554-7681 or Alice@eqca.org 

Linda Barr, Office of Senator Kehoe – (916) 651-4039 or Linda.Barr@sen.ca.gov 
Page 1 of 1

