[Please Place on Organizational Letterhead]

[Insert Date] 

The Honorable Christine Kehoe

Senator, 39th District

State Capitol, Room 5050

Sacramento, CA 95814
RE: SR 23 (Kehoe) – SUPPORT

Dear Senator Kehoe,

[Insert Organization Name] is pleased to support your SR 23, which would put California on record in support of the federal Matthew Shepard Hate Crimes Prevention Act, expanding the authority and capacity of the United States Department of Justice to investigate and prosecute bias-motivated violence.  [Insert your organization’s mission statement.]

Despite the Federal Bureau of Investigation’s report that lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) Americans are disproportionately the targets of bias-motivated violence, federal law currently prevents the U.S. Department of Justice from assisting state and local authorities in the investigation and prosecution of hate crimes where the victim is targeted for physically violent expressions of homophobia.  To date, eighteen states have failed to adopt legislation seeking to shield their LGBT residents from bias-motivated violence.  The Matthew Shepard Act would extend federal prosecutorial jurisdiction over crimes of violence where the perpetrator has selected the victim because of the person’s actual or perceived race, color, religion, national origin, gender, sexual orientation, gender identity or disability.

Hates crimes are especially harmful because they not only work violence on individual victims, but they are dehumanizing and objectifying acts of oppression intended to intimidate entire communities of people.  Current federal law is insufficient to provide state and local law enforcement the assistance they need to investigate and prosecute these horrific crimes.

The Matthew Shepard Act has 44 co-sponsors in the U.S. Senate and enjoys support from hundreds of nationally renowned organizations, including the National Organization for Women, the American Medical Association, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, the AFL-CIO, the National Council of La Raza, the American Civil Liberties Union, and the National District Attorneys Association.

SR 23 would urge the Senate of the United States to pass, and President Obama to sign, the Matthew Shepard Hate Crimes Prevention Act and support the ongoing development of robust protections for vulnerable groups against hateful acts of violence.  Thank you for carrying this important resolution.
Sincerely,

[Insert Name]

[Insert Title]

[Insert Organization’s Name]

